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City Council News 

 The Adams City Council met on August 10, 

2026, and appointed a new Mayor.  Only one 

letter of interest was received.  Councilor Ethan 

Colvard is now Mayor Colvard.  This leaves a 

Council seat open so letters of interest will be 

accepted until October 16, 2026. 

 Umatilla County Special Library District 

Director Heather Estrada addressed Council 

during her annual visit.  She gave a brief history 

of the district and talked about the many services 

provided to member libraries. 

Water Saving Tips 

❖ When washing dishes by hand, don’t let 

the water run.  Fill one basin with water 

and the other with rinse water 

❖ Dishwashers typically use less water than 

washing dishes by hand.  Now, Energy 

Star dishwashers save even more water 

and energy. 

❖ If your dishwasher is new, cut back on 

rinsing.  Newer models clean more 

thoroughly than older ones. 

 

NO COUNCIL MEETING IN 

SEPTEMBER, THE NEXT 

MEETING IS SCHEDULED 

FOR October 20, 2026, at 6:30 

p.m. at City Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Adams City Council will be 
accepting Letters of Interest for 
the open Council Position #5.  
Letters must be submitted by 
October 16, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. 
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ADAMS 
Its Origin, Present Size and a list of its 

Business Houses 

 Adams is located on Wild Horse Creek, 

fourteen miles east of Pendleton, and five 

miles west of Centerville (Athena).  All 

the country opposite the creek is 

comprised in the Indian reservation, 

which when settled, will add much to the 

population and business of the town.  For 

many miles in all directions it is 

surrounded by as choice farming lands 

“as ever lay out o’ doors.” 

 The town site of Adams was originally 

owned by Mrs. M. Holman, who located 

in that vicinity with her husband and 

family in 1869.  In 1883 she sold a tract 

of land upon which the town is now build, 

to a company comprising the leading 

citizens of the community, among whom 

were I.T. Reese, C.F. Bulfinch, Pres. 

Worthington, J.T. Redman and others, 

then Weston, who immediately had the 

same laid out into lots, and a post office 

established that fall, with Wm. McCoy, 

now of Spokane Falls, as postmaster. 

 Among the earliest settlers are John 

Adams, whom the town is named after, 

Wm. Blakely, Wm. Holman, J.H. Wilson, 

who opened the first saloon, and S.P. 

Howell, who ran a hotel, or at first more 

of a camp, as there was but a tent where 

meals were first served, before securing 

more convenient quarters.  About a year 

later Mr. Howell built the present hotel, 

of which he is now proprietor.  Reese & 

Redman were the first to open up a 

general merchandise store, which was in 

the summer of 1883, and which operated 

till September 1888, when the stock and 

business were purchased by Anderson & 

Matson, who are at present doing even 

better business than the old firm. 

Adams Hotel in the late 1800’s.  Location 

east of Main, near Center, Proprietor, S.P. 

Howell, bandwagon carries the Adams 

Brass Band 

 

Dog Licenses 

 The City of Adams per Ordinance #236, 

requires all dogs within city limits to be licensed 

along proof of current rabies shots on file.  Dog 

licenses are renewed annually on July 1.  The 

fee for licensing is $3.00 for spayed/neutered and 

$5.00 for non-fixed dogs.  Non-licensed dog 

owners are subject to a fine as provided for in the 

ordinance.  The city will be surveying city 

properties to determine dog owners not 

complying with the licensing ordinance.

CALENDAR 

• September 3, 2026-Planning 
Commission Meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

• September 7, 2026-Closed for Labor 
Day 

• October 1, 2026-Planning Commission 
at 6:30 p.m. 

• October 5, 2026-Library Board 
Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

• October 20, 2026-Adams City Council 
Meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

• November 5, 2026-Planning 
Commission Meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

• November 9, 2026-Adams City Council 
Meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

• November 11, 2026-Closed for 
Veterans Day 
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